
One in three Colorado high school students use tobacco. Vaping’s rising 
popularity among youth threatens to completely erase decades of 

progress to reduce nicotine and tobacco addiction.
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RAISE THE AGE OF TOBACCO SALES TO 21
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Nearly 90% of adult cigarette smokers first tried tobacco 
before the age of 18 and nearly 95% by the age of 21.

 

WHEN PAIRED WITH A STRONG RETAILER 

LICENSING ORDINANCE, RAISING THE MINIMUM 

LEGAL SALE AGE TO 21 WILL HELP SAVE LIVES.
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There is evidence that raising the minimum legal sale age prevents 
youth use: The rate of youth smoking decreased by nearly 50% in 
Needham, MA within five years of raising the age to 21.  
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Current laws aren’t enough. The legal age to purchase tobacco in most 
Colorado communities is 18 years old, but 56% of high school students 
think it’s easy to get cigarettes and 58% think it’s easy to get e-cigarettes.  
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More than a dozen states 
and 475+ cities have 
raised the legal sale age 
for tobacco to 21.

Service members between 18 and 21 deserve the same protections as their 
civilian counterparts from tobacco addiction. Of current smokers in the 
military, 38% report they began after joining the service.6

As of June 2019, Colorado city and town councils in 
Aspen, Basalt, Edgewater and Snowmass Village have 
added a provision raising the minimum legal sales age 
to 21 to their tobacco retail licensing law.
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Raising the minimum legal sales age should be 
done in conjunction with retailer licensing in order 
to provide enforcement and have the greatest 
impact on reducing youth access to tobacco.
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